SECRETS OF INDUSTRIAL SUCCESS              roi
in old chronicles    But the so called silk fabrics of ancient times were
limited to some sort of pongee and the cotton fabric called    \u    in
old books was not real cotton but   kozo    (paper mulberry) or hemp
cloth    It was in the i6th century that real co ton cloth \\as manu
factured for the first tune in Japan
Cotton was not a native Japanese plant The first cotton seeds
were brought into Japan from the Continent of Asia in 789, but for
a long time cotton was not used as a fabric material It is said that
it was in 1532 54, when cotton cloth was manufactured for the first
time in Japan During that period an operative of the Kagoshima
Clan devised a cotton loom and improved it After that cotton
fabric became the mam material of clothing of the Japanese people
After the i6th century, cotton spinning and weaving were mainly
done by women at home and cotton cloth was manufactured through
out the Island Empire Formerly cotton was cultivated quite exten
srvely But the supply of home cotton fell below the demand, and
to day almost all the cotton used in Japanese factories is from abroad
The beginning of the woollen fabric industry in Japan is quite recent
It was first introduced into Japan \uth the opening of her doors to
the v> orld about sixty years ago And 99% of the material for \\ oollei
fabrics is imported from abroad
In old times the spinning and weaving both of silk and cotton
were done by the women of the family The fabrics thus produced
were exclusively for the consumption of the members of each fam
ily In due course the women folk began to produce mo^e cloth
than was needed at home, the surplus being *old for profit And
later with technical improvements and increased demand, fabric
manufacture became a specialty of certain industrial people through
out Japan, although on a small scale Each local textile centre
produced fabrics with distinctive featuies both in dyeing and were
upheld from generation to generation According to the local cli-
mate manners and customs, population, labour supply, power and
material used facihtie of transportation and banking and other